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SOTHEBY’S HONG KONG
FINE CLASSICAL CHINESE PAINTINGS AUTUMN SALE
LED BY
Bada Shanren’s Melons and Brackens
Making Auction Debut
Shitao’s Ink Bamboo
From Zhang Daqian’s ‘Dafeng Tang’ Collection

Bada Shanren, Melons and Brackens, ink on paper, hanging scroll,
Estimate: HK$8,000,000 – 10,000,000/ US$ 1,020,000 – 1,280,000

Public Exhibition：3 – 6 October｜Auction：6 October
Hall 1, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre
HONG KONG, 9 September 2019

Sotheby’s Hong Kong Fine Classical Chinese Paintings Sale on 6 October

2019 will be led by two important paintings produced by practising monks during the Qing Dynasty: Bada Shanren’s
Melons and Brackens and Shitao’s Ink Bamboo. Additional highlights include a set of three albums of calligraphy
by Yun Shouping, and a set of manuscripts and a rare draft of an imperial poem by the Qianlong Emperor.
The sale also boasts works from several important private collections, including the second part of The Howe
Collection, distinguished by elegant calligraphy pieces by Guangdong artists; Buddhist paintings and calligraphy of
the Song and Yuan dynasties from A Private Japanese Collection; as well as Paintings and Calligraphy from an Asian
Private Collection, which features a rare and completely fresh-to-the-market scroll by Chen Chun, Calligraphy in
Cursive Script.

Steven Zuo, Head of Classical Chinese Paintings, Sotheby’s Asia, commented: “This autumn, the Fine Classical
Chinese Paintings sale will offer over a hundred exquisite paintings and calligraphy works by Ming and Qing masters,
headlined by two important works by the ‘Four Monks’ of the early Qing dynasty: Melons and Brackers by Bada
Shanren and Ink Bamboo by Shitao. Vivid depictions of nature, both paintings are sublimely skillful manifestations
of the artists’ use of ink and brush, deployed with a minimalist technique that leaves nothing unsaid. Also not to
be missed is a set of calligraphy works with impeccable provenance by Yun Shouping, which contains letters,
inscriptions of paintings and poems.”
Image Download
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SALE HIGHLIGHTS

Bada Shanren, Melons and Brackens
BADA SHANREN (ZHU DA) (1626-1705)
MELONS AND BRACKENS
ink on paper, hanging scroll
25 x 39.7cm
Estimate: HK$8,000,000 – 10,000,000/ US$ 1,020,000 – 1,280,000
Bada Shanren lived a simple and modest existence as a monk and produced many small-format works due to a lack
of space and resources – Melons and Brackens is a classic example. Though the work is undated, it can be inferred
that this piece was produced after the artist’s return to a secular way of life. Born into the illustrious Ming dynasty,
Bada Shanren escaped to a monastery when Beijing fell to the Manchu army, just as the Qing dynasty was born. At
the time, melons were used as potent symbols to represent the feelings of survivors of the previous dynasty, whilst
two slanted melons referenced the doctrine of monism. The brackens are a metaphor for a humble life and and
potential unfulfilled.
This painting is further distinguished by its provenance, having been previously owned by a renowned art
connoisseur from the early years of the Republic of China, He Bin Sheng (何賓笙) who also owned another famous
painting by Bada Shanren which is now housed in the Palace Museum. The sale marks the painting’s first-ever
appearance at auction.

SHITAO (1642-1707)
INK BAMBOO
ink on paper, hanging scroll
74.7 x 29.5cm
Estimate: HK$4,000,000 – 5,000,000/ US$510,000 – 640,000
Shitao was one of the most famous painters of his time, renowned for his
revolutionary methods. Ink Bamboo originates from Zhang Daqian’s ‘Da Feng
Tang’ collection and comes to the market in the original wooden box inscribed by
Zhang Daqian. With great success, Shitao succinctly captures the image of
bamboos swaying in the wind, in the impressionistic style of both thick and light
brushstrokes.
This piece was exhibited in the National Museum of History’s ‘Four Monks of the
Late Ming’ exhibition in 1978 in Taipei and was published in the Calligraphy and
Paintings of Four Monks of the Late Ming. The work also appeared in different
editions of Calligraphy and Paintings by Shitao published in Hong Kong, Tokyo and
Taipei during the 1960s through to the 1990s.

Yun Shouping’s Calligraphy (four leaves)
YUN SHOUPING (1633-1690)
CALLIGRAPHY
ink on paper, set of three albums
various size
Estimate: HK$2,800,000 – 3,600,000/ US$ 357,000 – 459,000
A prominent painter and calligrapher, Yun Shouping was regarded as one of the ‘Six Masters’ of the early Qing
dynasty. This lot is a set of three albums: the first album is a collection of letters dedicated to Yun Shouping’s
friends and relatives; the second is a compilation of poems; the third comprises drafts of his inscriptions, revealing
his views on classical paintings and his creative thinking. As such, this set is the ideal text for studying Yun’s
calligraphy. According to the seals, the three albums were collected by Zhang Peidun (1772-1846), a famous
painter from the Qing period; Qian Tianshu (1778-1841), a renowned collector from the Qing period, and Guan
Dejun (1903-1999), a scholar and a government official.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Paintings and Calligraphy from an Asian Private Collection
CHEN CHUN (1483-1544)
CALLIGRAPHY IN CURSIVE SCRIPT
ink on paper, handscroll
31.8 x 390.8cm
Estimate: HK$600,000 – 800,000/ US$ 76,500 – 102,000

Property from a Japanese Private
Collection
WANG DUO (1592 – 1652)
WANG XIZHI’S MANUSCRIPTS
IN CURSIVE SCRIPT
ink on satin, hanging scroll
204.7 x 49cm
Estimate: HK$1,800,000 –
2,200,000 million/ US$ 230,000
– 281,000

Paintings and Calligraphy from
an Asian Private Collection
GUO YI (15-16th Century)
PINES
ink on paper, hanging scroll
123 x 62.3cm
Estimate: HK$200,000 –
300,000/ US$ 25,500 –
38,300

Property from a Private Japanese Collection
VARIOUS ARTISTS (MING DYNASTY)
LETTERS
Ink on paper, album of thirty-one leaves
Various sizes
Estimate: HK$800,000 – 1,000,000/ US$ 102,000 – 128,000

ZHA SHIBIAO (1615-1698)
CALLIGRAPHY AND OTHER SUBJECTS
ink on paper, album of sixteen leaves
11.8 x 16.7cm
Estimate: HK$500,000 – 800,000/ US$ 64,000 – 89,500

NOTES TO EDITORS:
SOTHEBY'S HONG KONG 2019 AUTUMN SALES
Auctions

Category

4 Oct

Finest & Rarest Wines and Spirits Featuring The Magnificent Cellar of Park B. Smith
A Glorious Burgundy Collection
Modern Art Evening Sale
Modern and Contemporary Southeast Asian Art Evening Sale
The Distinguished Cellar of a Pioneering Collector
Modern Art
Modern & Contemporary Southeast Asian Art
Contemporary Art Evening Sale
Moutarderie Nationale: The Gillion Crowet Collection
Fine Classical Chinese Paintings
Contemporary Art
Fine Chinese Paintings
Magnificent Jewels and Jadeite
Important Chinese Art
Important Watches

5 Oct

6 Oct

7 Oct

8 Oct
Selling Exhibitions

Category

10 Sep – 9 Oct

Hsiao Chin – Infinite Universe

3 – 7 Oct

Panorama: A New Perspective
Old Masters / A Brush with Italy
Barry Flanagan Selling Exhibition
Sotheby’s Diamonds
Sotheby’s Wine Retail

3 – 8 Oct

HONG KONG EXHIBITION AND AUCTION VENUE
Hall 1, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (New Wing), 1 Expo Drive, Wan Chai, Hong Kong

III) ABOUT SOTHEBY’S
Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first international
auction house when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973), India (1992)
and France (2001), and the first international fine art auction house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s presents auctions in
10 different salesrooms, including New York, London, Hong Kong and Paris, and Sotheby’s BidNow program allows visitors to
view all auctions live online and place bids from anywhere in the world. Sotheby’s offers collectors the resources of Sotheby’s
Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art financing company, as well as the collection advisory services of its
subsidiary, Art Agency, Partners. Sotheby’ s presents private sale opportunities in more than 70 categories, including S|2, the
gallery arm of Sotheby's Global Fine Art Division, and two retail businesses, Sotheby’s Diamonds and Sotheby’s Wine.
Sotheby’s has a global network of 80 offices in 40 countries and is the oldest company listed on the New York Stock Exchange
(BID).
Instagram | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | Pinterest | Snapchat | Weibo | WeChat | Youku
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium and
are net of any fees paid to the purchaser where the purchaser provided an irrevocable bid.
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