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EDWARD HOPPER TAKES A BOW
His Autobiographical Masterwork
Two Comedians

Will Lead Sotheby’'s November Auction of
AMERICAN ART

Formerly in the Collection of Frank & Barbara Sinatra,
The Self-Portrait of Hopper and His Wife Jo
|s Estimated to Sell for $12/18 Million

AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS:

Grant Wood's Portrait of Nan,
An lconic Image of the Artist’s Sister

Painted One Year After His Masterpiece American Gothic
*Estimate $1.5/2.5 Million*

Tired Salesgirl on Christmas Eve,
Norman Rockwell's Holiday Scene
And Saturday Evening Post Cover from 1947
*Estimate $5/7 Million*

Georgia O'Keeffe's Cottonwood Tree in Spring,
One of Three Works by the Artist Sold This Fall
To Benefit the Acquisitions Fund of the
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Georgia O'Keeffe Museum
*Estimate $1.5/2.5 Million*

AUCTION IN NEW YORK 16 NOVEMBER
Public Exhibition Now on View

NEW YORK, 7 November 2018 — Sotheby's is pleased to share highlights from our upcoming
American Art auction in New York on 16 November 2018. The sale will be led by Edward Hopper's
seminal autobiographical painting, Two Comedians (estimate $12/18 million), as well as significant
examples by American icons such as Norman Rockwell, Grant Wood, Georgia O'Keeffe, Horace
Pippin and Robert Henri. Highlights from the auction are now on view in Sotheby's New York

galleries, with the full exhibition of all works opening on the 13t
EDWARD HOPPER'S TWO COMEDIANS

The November auction is led by Edward
Hopper's iconic autobiographical painting, Two
Comedians (estimate $12/18 million). Executed
in 1966, Two Comedians represents the
culmination of Hopper's career and manifests a
number of the most important themes that he
explored in his art. The work depicts the artist
and his wife Jo on stage, taking a bow before

turning to walk into the unknown.

Hopper often used Jo as a model and muse, yet he typically portrayed her as an anonymous
character and protagonist of his figural paintings. In contrast, Two Comedians explicitly depicts Jo
holding the artist’s hand, symbolizing their close bond and the significant role she played in his life
and career. Hopper's choice of a stage for the framing device of this final work speaks to his lifelong
interest in theater, as well as the voyeuristic and escapist themes that figure prominently throughout

his body of work.


http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/2018/american-art-n09939.html

Extensively exhibited and illustrated in literature on Hopper and 20"-century American art, Two
Comedians is distinguished further by its notable provenance: it was acquired by Frank and Barbara
Sinatra in 1972, and remained in their collection until it was purchased by the current owners in

1995. Separate release available

GRANT WOOD'S SEMINAL PORTRAIT OF HIS SISTER, NAN

On offer for the first time in over 65 years, Portrait of
Nan comes to auction at a time of heightened interest in Grant
Wood's work, following his recent 2018 retrospective at the
Whitney Museum of American Art (estimate $1.5/2.5
million). This extremely personal work portrays Wood's beloved
sister Nan, whose likeness is most recognized in the artist's
American Gothic from 1931, one of the most iconic images in
20th century art. In response to the criticism the artist received
for his stern depiction of Nan in American Gothic, Wood

painted Portrait of Nan one year later as a heartfelt apology to

his sister.

The only work Wood refused to sell in his lifetime, Portrait of Nan remained in the artist's collection
until his death in 1942. In 1952, the work was purchased by Senator William Benton of Connecticut,
the publisher of the Encyclopedia Britannica, and an important patron of American modernism, and
subsequently descended to his daughter Helen Boley, appearing at auction this November from her

estate.

A NORMAN ROCKWELL CHRISTMAS

Leading the selection of five works on offer by Norman
Rockwell is his Tired Salesgirl on Christmas Eve (estimate
$5/7 million), which served as the cover illustration for the 27
December 1947 edition of The Saturday Evening Post, and
which has remained in the same private collection since it was |

last sold in 1996. The painting depicts a department store




employee on Christmas Eve after a strenuous shift, exhausted by the relentless onslaught of
customers seeking last-minute gifts. To create this composition, Rockwell had elements of the
scene photographed on-site at the Marshall Field department store in Chicago, and asked a 17-year-
old waitress he discovered working at a diner nearby to pose as his protagonist. The work
demonstrates Rockwell's undeniable gift for visual narration, and captures an aspect of the holiday

season that would become increasingly common throughout the century.

A RARE & MONUMENTAL CANVAS BY EMANUEL GOTTLIEB LEUTZE

The selection of Western art on offer this November is
led by Emanual Gottlieb Leutze's Western Emigrant
Train Bound for California Across the Plains,
Alarmed by Approach of Hostile Indians (estimate
$2.5/3.5 million). Though Leutze was born in

Germany in 1816 and spent most of his life living and

working there, his paintings of the significant figures
and historical events of 18" and 19" century America rank as the most celebrated images of his
oeuvre - including his iconic image of Washington Crossing the Delaware (The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, New York). Painted in 1863, this dynamic image represents one of Leutze's finest
achievements on the subject of Manifest Destiny and the struggle to tame the Wild West. Highly
ambitious and sophisticated in both content and form, the painting exemplifies the unique synthesis
of realism and idealism that allowed Leutze to successfully mythologize episodes of American

history.

Measuring more than 5.5 feet across, the impressively-scaled work is being sold this fall to benefit
the Dover Free Public Library in Dover, New Jersey, where it has resided since it was gifted to the
institution in 1943.

HORACE PIPPIN'S AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WORK

A self-taught painter from West Chester, Pennsylvania,

Horace Pippin began producing art at age 37, after his

honorable discharge from the United States army due to




an injury. The pastoral Holy Mountain, | presents an autobiographical scene, with a harmonic
foreground that is contrasted by the soldiers marching through the ominous forested background
(estimate $1/1.5 million). The painting is first in a series of four works Pippin executed on this
subject. Reflecting both his personal experiences in World War |l and the cultural climate of the
period, the painting — dated June 6, 1944 - corresponds with D-Day, further reinforcing the
ideological dichotomy between war and peace. Holy Mountain, | last appeared at auction in 1981 at
Sotheby’s New York, establishing the artist’s auction record of $385,000 that has held to this day.

THE ESTATE OF ESTELLE WOLF

Sotheby’s is also pleased to present a group of four
works from the Estate of Estelle Wolf || Gz




