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S|2 Presents

The Two Legendary Masters’ First Joint Exhibition in China
Shanghai
– Debuting at Inaugural “Shanghai International Artwork Trade Month” –
– Participating in West Bund Art & Design –
– Featured alongside ART021 Shanghai Contemporary Art Fair
and over a hundred art and cultural events –

Hong Kong
– Subsequently touring to Sotheby’s Gallery –

SHANGHAI
West Bund Art & Design, Booth A129
8 - 10 November 2019

HONG KONG
Sotheby’s Gallery
16 - 23 November 2019

Shanghai/Hong Kong, 28 October 2019

This November in Shanghai and Hong Kong, Sotheby’s S|2 is privileged to

present LEGENDS: WARHOL/BASQUIAT, a selling exhibition showcasing compelling works by Andy Warhol and JeanMichel Basquiat. Marking the two legendary masters’ first joint exhibition in China, the show will debut at the inaugural
Shanghai International Artwork Trade Month this November, which features West Bund Art & Design, ART021 Shanghai
Contemporary Art Fair, and over a hundred art and cultural events. LEGENDS: WARHOL/BASQUIAT will be unveiled at
West Bund Art & Design during 8 – 10 November 2019 and subsequently travel to Sotheby’s Hong Kong Gallery from 16 –
23 November 2019.
There are few artists who become true legends, and fewer legends who forge legendary
friendships. Immortalised in art history is the epochal pairing between two of the late
twentieth century’s greatest and most influential artists, Andy Warhol and Jean-Michel
Basquiat. Lasting for six years from 1982 until Warhol's death in 1987, the deep
friendship was mutually inspiring for the two artists, whose highly distinctive oeuvres
have each become eternally emblazoned within the highest echelons of fine art.
In honour of two extraordinary and intertwined lives, LEGENDS: WARHOL/BASQUIAT
features a specially curated selection of works that powerfully captures the dynamic
magic of 1980s New York, juxtaposing Warhol's polished pop aesthetic against Basquiat's
singular raw expressionism.
Jean-Michel Basquiat, Loin, 1982,
acrylic, oilstick and pastel on canvas,
182.9 x 121.9 cm

Yuki Terase, Sotheby’s Head of Contemporary Art, Asia, commented: “The
friendship between Warhol and Basquiat has fascinated the art world for
decades. To be able to showcase works by these two legendary artists side
by side for the first time in China is a true honour, and also a reflection of a
market that is increasingly sophisticated in its tastes for blue-chip Western
artists. With numerous museum retrospectives for each of the two artists
held around the world over the past decades, we are thrilled to bring this
distinctive curation to China and Hong Kong.”

Andy Warhol, Self Portrait, 1966, acrylic,
silkscreen ink and pencil on canvas,
57.2 x 57.2 cm

Jonathan Wong, Gallery Director, stated, “We are delighted to extend our S|2 programme in China. As collecting habits
and preferences in Asia continues to evolve, our carefully curated selling exhibitions and events offer clients alternative
channels to discover and collect art. LEGENDS: WARHOL/BASQUIAT follows on the success of previous selling exhibitions
such as Face Off: Picasso / Condo in March 2018 and Alex Katz in Hong Kong earlier this Spring, aligning with our
commitment to introduce significant Western artists to Asia.”

Beibei Fan, Sotheby’s Managing Director of China, added: “Shanghai is a fast rising international centre stage for art and
culture. Prestigious fairs such as West Bund Art & Design and ART021 Shanghai Contemporary Art Fair have become firmly
established on the global art calendar, well received by galleries and collectors worldwide. We are honoured to participate
in Shanghai’s inaugural International Artwork Trade Month this November. This event marks a crucial step in our business
development in China, and we look forward to staying at the forefront of the vibrant local art scene.”

Exhibition Highlights

Andy Warhol, Brillo Soap Pads Box, 1964-1969,
silkscreen ink on plywood, 50.8 x 50.8 x 43.2 cm

Andy Warhol, Dollar Sign, 1981,
acrylic and silkscreen ink on canvas, 25.4 x 20.3 cm

Jean-Michel Basquiat, Feng Yao, 1983,
acrylic, oilstick and paper collage on canvas,
160 x 149.9 cm

Jean-Michel Basquiat, Old Cars, 1981,
acrylic, oilstick and paper collage on canvas,
121.9 x 120.3 cm

Image Download
Dropbox: https://bit.ly/2Po9FSh OR Baidu: https://pan.baidu.com/s/1Kl-WkTalVSws4VQPHhHPoA (PIN: fkcy)
More Information: www.sothebys.com/legends

About Andy Warhol (1928 – 1987)
Born in 1928 Pennsylvania, Andy Warhol is widely recognised as the founder and leading figure of Pop Art, who had pioneered a
combination of avant-garde and highly commercial sensibilities. Graduated in Pictorial Design from the Carnegie Institute of
Technology in 1949, Warhol turned to painting and revolutionised the form conceptually and technically, producing works about massproduced goods and celebrities – such as his now iconic 1962 Campbell Soup Cans and Marilyn Diptych series. He used the silkscreening technique, a process that removed evidence of the artist’s hand while allowing the repetition of an image with variations.
Starting in the early 1960s, his work explored the relationship between advertising, fame and artistic expression through media
including painting, silkscreen, sculpture, film and photography. By the time of his death, he was one of the best-known artists in the
world. With works that simultaneously satirized and celebrated materiality, fame and a voyeuristic personality with a clear taste for
money and fame, Warhol shaped many subsequent generations of artists. His works are among the collections of the Museum of
Modern Art, New York; Moderna Museet, Stockholm; the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; and many others.
About Jean-Michel Basquiat (1960 - 1988)
Despite not receiving any formal art education, Brooklyn-born painter Jean-Michel Basquiat came out of New York’s vibrant downtown
scene of the late 1970s to become one of the most influential and internationally renowned artists of the late 20th century. After
dropping out of high school and leaving home in 1976, he attracted attention with the enigmatic graffiti he created under the name
SAMO, befriending artists and downtown luminaries and beginning to paint and draw with more focused effort. In the mid-1980s, the
artist collaborated on several works with the most famous artist of the time, Andy Warhol. His street art and Neo-Expressionist works
are characterised by visually striking and psychologically powerful combinations of anatomical diagrams, charged words and cryptic
phrases, numerals, pictograms and commercial graphic art. Dichotomies of social issues, as well as allusions to African history and
African-American pop culture, are some of the themes commonly featured in his art. Basquiat’s works can now be found in museum
collections around the world including The Broad, Los Angeles, the Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona, and The Andy Warhol
Museum, Pittsburgh. At Sotheby’s New York Contemporary Art Evening Sale in May 2017, Untitled, his masterpiece from 1982, sold for
US$110,487,500 to an Asian private collection, setting a world record for a work by an American artist at auction at the time.
About S|2
S|2 is the gallery arm of Sotheby's Global Fine Art Division dedicated to hosting selling exhibitions on unique artists or themes. The
works on display in S|2 are available for private sale, offering and exciting dimension to the Sotheby's experience beyond auctions.
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